
Cambridge v Loughborough University 2nds 08/03/2017
By Cristina Gómez

Location: Cambridge University Sports Centre
Final Score: 48-44 (Cambridge)
The Blues' Top Scorers: Léonie de Jonge (25), Mie Monti (8), Becky Illingworth (5), Carla Ríos (3),

    Lauren Logan (2)
Overall Free-Throw Accuracy: 44%

Another home win for the Cambridge Blues who find themselves ever closer to securing the third
position in the BUCS Midlands 1A League. 

Low on numbers and knowing how important this home game was, the Blues were ready to play
hard against rivals Loughborough 2nds. Léonie de Jonge lead the team on offence, with the first 11
points on the Cambridge scoreboard. She was followed by Mie Monti, Becky Illingworth and Herta
Gatter who firmly established the hosts' superiority with a 16-11 partial in the first quarter. 

Excellent defence by Monti and Carla Ríos neutralised Loughborough's most prolific scorer in the
second quarter, keeping the guests to just 10 points. Meanwhile, on the Offensive end, Rís and
Lauren Logan joined the rest of the team, and the Blues managed to score 16 once again. With a
healthy 32-21 lead at half time, Cambridge went into the break confident and ready to keep fighting.

However, Loughborough came back with a very aggressive game on defence which the Blues were
not able to break, scoring only 2 points in the 3rd quarter. Despite their inability to convert their
possessions, Cambridge kept cool heads and stepped up their own defensive efforts. They managed
to reduce their opponents to just 6 points in the quarter, thus maintaining a 7 point lead going into
the final 10 minutes.

The 4th quarter saw both teams exchanging buckets,  with Becky Illingworth's  3-pointer quickly
matched by the rivals. However, Loughborough managed to slightly outscore Cambridge early on
and creep up on the scoreboard. As a result of tiredness and nerves, the game began to get sloppier
and both sides entered foul trouble. Nonetheless, Cambridge was able to come out on top just 4
points ahead with a 14-17 partial at the final whistle. 

After  last  night's  win the  Cambridge Blues  have moved up to  the  third  position  in  the  BUCS
Midlands 1A League but they need at least one more victory in order to secure the spot. With only 2
away games left this season the Blues are looking to finish the 2016-2017 campaign strong, proving
that they are serious contenders for the league title. 


